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SENATOR BOHLKE: Yes, Madam President and members. I have
listened to a little bit of the discussion this morning, and, 
certainly, in my home community of Hastings, this has been 
something that has been a rather hot topic and, certainly, 
something our community has used. And what's really caused, to 
me, the controversy is the terminology of blighted and 
underdeveloped. People simply do not understand how you look at 
a cornfield and call it blighted, I mean blighted or 
substandard. And so I was asking Senator Kristensen, it is in 
the constitution now, referred that way, if the Constitutional 
Revision Committee couldn't simply change the terminology to 
underdeveloped, which I think makes nuch more sense and would 
take away some of the criticism from individuals who read that 
and say, that...that just makes no sense. And I don't know, 
Senator Hartnett, if that has been part of the problem in your 
area, but, certainly, people have said that that, you know, 
they...they do not like that terminology, and yet at the same
time, they drive over the overpass out on 281 just north of
Hastings, and I think I could count probably six businesses that 
have opened in that area using a TIF. Would they have opened?
Doubtful, maybe, and so, you know, at the same time I think if
that terminology hadn't been used, there would be a number of 
people who would look at that and say this is exciting, this is
going on in our community, and so I think we need a
clarification of that, and I don't really want to come at the
problem by causing more paperwork and more planning and more
reports. Our task...CRA meets in open, in a public meeting. 
They make the recommendation to the city council, which is then 
once again a public meeting, and so there is opportunity for 
very heated debate with those elected representatives. The city 
council appoints those members of the CRA and so I'm not quite 
sure, and I'll listen a little more, but how this would really 
improve the only thing in my area seems to be one of the biggest 
problems, and that's simply the terminology. And so I'll listen 
further, and I don't know if I have much time, Madam Chairman. 
If I do, you may use it, Senator Hartnett, to respond.
SENATOR CROSBY: Senator Hartnett, you have about two and a half
minutes.
SENATOR HARTNETT: Yeah. Senator Bohlke, we really didn't
address that problem. We really, you know, the blighted and
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